


WHAT’S INSIDE

Principal’s Pen
As we welcome new students 
in all four of our classes at 
Evergreen and welcome back 
our returning students, it is vital 
that we see the importance of 
this stop in life for these 76 
young adults. So many teens 
drift through high school life not seeing a purpose or 
need for a Savior. As our world drifts away from God, 
our students here at Evergreen hear about God and His 
love for us throughout their school day. Rather than faith 
being a taboo subject, Christ is the vital piece to every 
activity. Students hear it from their peers, their teachers, 
the chapel podium, in classroom discussions, in the 
huddle at a sporting event, on the stage during the drama, 
and so many more places.
    Our students are sojourners with a purpose. For those 
who don’t know, a sojourner is someone who stays in a 
place temporarily and then moves along.
    Through the pen of the Apostle Peter, God says: Dear 
friends, I urge you, as aliens and temporary residents in 
the world, to abstain from the desires of the sinful flesh, 
which war against your soul. Live an honorable life 
among the Gentiles so that even though they slander you 
as evildoers, when they observe your noble deeds, they 
may glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:11-12)
    So, what is the purpose of Evergreen Lutheran High 
School? Our mission statement says it best: Prepare 
God’s children to serve Him now and forever. Our 
students are sojourning here at Evergreen, preparing to 
share their Savior throughout their lives. We pray that 
God blesses our school year as we continue to equip our 
sojourners for their journey through this world to their 
home in Heaven. 

Theodore Klug
Principal
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DEVELOPMENT

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The total raised last year was $515,000 ($50,000 
went towards Restricted Scholarship). God blessed 
us in many ways:
•  We restructured our mortgage allowing us to pay off 
    a loan of $75,000 towards St. Matthew’s Spokane.
•  We created a new scholarship for students who
    want to be pastors or teachers.
•  We moved our Endowment account and gained
    $39,000 with matching grants.
•  Our Auction raised the most money it ever has
    ($40,000) towards financial aid and upgrading
    some of our school security.
•  We were able to make up our -$90,000 deficit.
It is awesome to see the support we have for this 
school. We are seeing new faces who are wanting to 
become part of supporting our family. Praise God for 
all the gifts and blessings he gives to us all.

STAY CONNECTED
There are many ways to stay connected to Evergreen:
•  Like and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
evergreenlutheranhighschool

•  Visit our website at www.elhs.org/giving
•  Sign up for emails by contacting Mrs. Bishop at 
rbishop@elhs.org or sign up on our website.
•  Share our newsletters.

GOALS
We pray God allows us to continue to be good 
stewards of his gifts and helps us pay off the debt we 
owe to Stan Bauer. Our goals this year are:
•  Total Goal: $415,000
•  For General budget (to keep tuition prices down):
    $260,000
•  Financial Aid: $80,000 
•  Stan Bauer Loan amount: $75,000
•  Any money over this amount would be raised
   towards next year’s final remaining debt of $50,000. 

WELCOME BACK EVERGREEN EAGLES!

November 27, 2018: Giving Tuesday  

April 6, 2019: An Evening on the Shore 
              Annual Auction

May 22, 2019: ELHS Giving Day 

Honorariums
Gifts given in honor of Peggy (Edmond) 

Strege’s 90th birthday, and August and Betty 
Gabert’s 50th wedding anniversary.



EDUCATION
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NEW ROLES AND FACES FOR 2018–19
The 2018–19 school year brings a few changes to our faculty. We welcome back Mr. Dave Habeck on a one-
year retirement call. He is teaching English 9, Old Testament and New Testament religion courses, and serving 
as our Transportation Director. Also joining the Evergreen family is Mrs. Karen Green who is teaching German 1. 
Ms. Meg Borree, our Bookkeeper, is our new art teacher.
    Pastor Getka has requested and been granted a one-year medical leave of absence. The Board moved quickly 
to fill Pastor Getka’s position. God answered our prayers in August when Mr. Joe Schmudlach accepted an 
emergency one-year call to serve at Evergreen for the 2018–19 school year. Mr. Schmudlach is a 2014 graduate 
of Martin Luther College. He did some traveling in Ecuador and Peru during his first year out of college, and 
has been teaching Spanish in a public school in southern Minnesota for the past two years. He also coaches 
baseball. Mr. Schmudlach is very excited to come to ELHS and the Pacific Northwest. He will arrive the week 
of October 15 with a start date of October 22. He will be teaching Spanish 1, Spanish 2, Junior Religion, Senior 
Religion, and covering two study halls. He will also be Evergreen’s head baseball coach.
    God has truly blessed Evergreen with many ministry-minded individuals to guide the next generation. 
Please keep Evergreen in your prayers and continue to encourage our faculty and students throughout the year.     Chairman:

    Mr. Seth Habeck (2020)
    seth77mp@comcast.net
    253-882-8497
    Member at Faith Lutheran Church,
    Tacoma

    Vice Chairman:
    Mr. Don Grassell (2021)
    dongrassell@msn.com
    206-403-3798
    Member at Holy Trinity Lutheran,
    Des Moines

    Secretary:
    Mr. Dan Smith (2020)
    dsmith@elhs.org
    253-569-1682
    Member at Holy Trinity Lutheran,
    Des Moines

    Treasurer:
    Mr. Anthony Circelli (2022)
    acircelli@gmail.com
    253-606-1275
    Member at Bethany Lutheran
    Church, Port Orchard

    Curriculum:
    Mr. Brent Sorn (2021)
    bsorn@parklandlutheran.org
    253-303-1658
    Principal at Parkland Lutheran
    School, Tacoma

    Worker Care:
    Pastor Geoffrey Rue (2019)
    rev.g.rue@gmail.com
    414-336-0286
    Member at St. Paul Lutheran
    Church, Tacoma

    Building/Grounds:
    Mr. Alan Van Horn (2020)
    alan.vanhorn@comcast.net
    253-380-1583
    Member at Parkland Lutheran
    School, Tacoma

    Recruitment/Marketing:
    Mr. Mike Lorette (2019)
    normik56@comcast.net
    425-432-9692
    Member at Holy Trinity Lutheran,
    Des Moines

    Transportation:
    Mr. Matt Henning (2021)
    Matt.Henning@live.com
    206-235-1761
    Member at Holy Trinity Lutheran,
    Des Moines

Joe Schmudlach

This year’s school year theme is “Christ FOR me, 
Christ THROUGH me.” This theme is based on the 
class of 2019’s graduation verse, Galatians 2:20. The 
theme has two significant parts: justification and 
sanctification. “Christ FOR me” reminds us that Christ 
came to this earth for us, lived a sinless life for us, and 
died on that cross for us. He justified us freely from 
our sins and the punishment that we earned. “Christ 
THROUGH me” reminds us that God now uses us to 
share the message of sins forgiven with others. We live 
a life of thankful living in service to Christ. The entire 
school year of chapel services will center on this theme.

Dave Habeck Karen Green Meg Borree
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Scholarship Recipients
Ben Schwartz and Audrey Amiling are the 
first recipients of the Bill and Lois Lobeda 
Scholarship. Each student was awarded $1,250 
by Principal Ted Klug in front of the students’ 
home congregations of Christ the King Lutheran 
Church in Bremerton, and Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Port Orchard. Please continue to pray 
for Christian education, and encourage these two 
students on their path to serve in the ministry.

BOARD OF
EDUCATION



SUMMER CAMP RECAP

SPANISH CAMP
Spanish Camp gave students the opportunity to focus 
on their interests to create a shopping experience 
from a “store owner’s” perspective. Students worked 
in pairs to create a list of items they wanted to sell in 
their “store” and found the Spanish words for those 
items. They learned how to greet their “customers” 
in Spanish and create “store-boards” to present 
pictures of their products with their corresponding 
Spanish names and prices included. On the last day 
of camp, parents and Evergreen faculty and staff 
were invited to “shop” in the stores to learn from 
the students what they had to sell—in Spanish! The 
students were courageous, expressing in Spanish 
what they had learned to the best of their ability after 
a four day crash course. They all did a fantastic job 
creating their “stores” and sharing what they had 
learned with their “shoppers!” As always, we enjoyed 
making various Spanish desserts, including flan and 
churros. We also had daily games and activities in the 
gym inspired by camp assistant Melissa Buller!

STEM CAMP
The students in STEM Camp explored the science, 
math, and technology behind oceanic studies including 
the answers to these questions: How deep is the ocean? 
What controls ocean currents? How do coral reefs 
form? How do sharks swim in the ocean? Students 
made ultrasonic depth sounders for measuring depths. 
Students also made control joysticks to control a 
virtual shark’s motion in a virtual environment.

BASKETBALL CAMP
Basketball Camp was an amazing turnout. We had a 
full gym of exciting skills, drills, and games during 
the 4-day camp. Thank you to all participants for 
their hard work and effort! We hope to have all of the 
campers in ELHS basketball jerseys someday! 

VOLLEYBALL CAMP
Volleyball Camp was a huge success. We had 
about 20 stellar girls attend. We started with name 
games and a devotion each day of camp, followed 
by warm-ups which included circuit training to 
make our bodies remember how to do the quick 
movements that are essential for volleyball. After 
warm-ups, we worked on fundamentals including 
passing, setting, hitting, and serving. Next came the 
ever-popular snack time followed by relay games. 
We again worked on fundamentals and finished each 
day with scrimmaging or a round of Queen of the 
Court. Everyone improved drastically, especially in 
overhand serving. The coach had a blast and can’t 
wait until next year!

CHEER CAMP
Cheer Camp was a huge success. With 32 campers, 
the gym walls were reverberating with Eagle spirit. 
The campers made their own bows and pom-poms. 
They learned offensive and defensive chants as 
well as a time out cheer and a band dance. All of 
the cheers and dances were taught by our very 
own ELHS cheerleaders. Each team had an ELHS 
cheerleader as a camp counselor. The campers were 
encouraged to show their Eagle Pride through team 
spirit and cooperation in everything they did. Each 
day, the team that showed the most Eagle Pride 
was awarded the coveted Spirit Stick. The campers, 
showing off their bows and pom-poms, put on a 
spectacular display of all they had learned during 
the week and demonstrated their tremendous Eagle 
Pride! It was an amazing week! GO EAGLES!!
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Alumni Marriages
Congratulations to Emma Poetter, class of 2013, and Kenny Dryden, 
class of 2009. Congratulations also to Josh Severeid, class of 2012, 
and Rachel Winters. May God bless your marriages!

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. — 1 Peter 4:8

Your Update Here

Alumni Facebook Page
Stay connected with 
your fellow alumni 
through the ELHS 
Alumni Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook 
.com/ELHSalumni/

SPORTS
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ALUMNI

Homecoming
Celebrate homecoming with a tailgate party 
catered by My 4 Sons BBQ! Enjoy a corn 
hole tournament and prizes at our party on 
Saturday, October 13, 11:00AM–2:30PM.

Homecoming Game Schedule:
Thursday: Volleyball, 7 PM at ELHS
   Friday: Girls Soccer, 3 PM at WPFC
Saturday: Boys Soccer, 3 PM at
             Franklin Pierce
Saturday: Football, 5:30 PM at
             Franklin Pierce

Home Game Schedule

New Football Head Coach
Welcome to our new football head coach, Mr. Phillip 
Bunkowske. Mr. Bunkowske has nine years of experience 
playing football, including playing quarterback in high 
school at Great Plains Lutheran, which was nine-man 
football. Mr. Bunkowske was an assistant coach last year 
and is excited for his new role.

Soar Mighty Eagles!

FOOTBALL:
10/13 5:30PM at Franklin Pierce
10/20 1PM at Franklin Pierce

VOLLEYBALL:
9/27 6PM at ELHS
10/1 6PM at ELHS
10/11 7PM at ELHS
10/15 6PM at ELHS

SOCCER:
Boys 9/24 3PM at WPFC
Boys 10/13 3PM at Franklin Pierce
Boys 10/22 3PM at WPFC
Boys 10/25 3PM at WPFC
Boys 10/29 3PM at WPFC

Girls 9/28 3PM at WPFC
Girls 10/5 3PM at WPFC
Girls 10/9 3PM at WPFC
Girls 10/12 3PM at WPFC
Girls 10/15 3PM at WPFC

*WPFC (WA Premier FC Soccer Fields)
Support your Eagles at one of our home games this season. 
Please double check the schedule online before heading out, 
as game dates and times are subject to change.

MUSIC SCHEDULE
November 8–10: WELS Choral Festival 

December 21: Christmas Concert at 7:00PM

March 14–18: Band Festival 

April 17: Lent/Easter concert at 7:00PM

May 12: TELSS Band Concert at 7:00PM

June 7: Pops Concert at 7:00PM
Keep your fellow alumni 
informed about your 
life accomplishments, 
changes and blessings. 
Send information about 
weddings, births, child 
graduations, etc. to Mrs. 
Bishop at rbishop@elhs.
org or 253-946-4488.



TELSS CAMPUS LIFE

Eagle Day 
On October 26 our 7th and 8th grade TELSS 
(The Evergreen Lutheran School System) students 
will come on campus and spend the day as 
Evergreen Eagles. Teachers, staff, and student 
volunteers will demonstrate the highlights of being 
an Eagle through learning activities and games, and 
our Junior Eagles will leave with a sense of what it’s 
like to be an Eagle. If you know of a 7th or 8th grade 
student who would like to join us on Eagle Day, 
please contact the school at email@elhs.org or  
253-946-4488. Flyers to download and more 
information is available on our webpage. We would 
love to share the day with as many Junior Eagles  
as possible!

 

   Welcome to your place here at Evergreen 
Lutheran High School, where our caring, 
dedicated faculty eagerly await teaching their 
subject matter in the light of God’s Word, and 
to help you develop academically, spiritually, 
socially, and physically. Over 40 years, 
Evergreen Lutheran has assisted teen aged 
students adjust to high school to achieve their 
educational goals.
   You, the class of 2022, are the first BYOD 
technology-enabled class. Your entire class 
is required to bring and utilize a BYOD 
in your daily learning environment in the 
classroom, but more importantly outside the 
classroom.
   As the new school year starts, the 
Evergreen family is excited to greet you. 
Our safe, nurturing environment affords 
you a change to make many new friends, 
whether in class or while participating in art, 
music or athletics. Upon your graduation 
in 2022, you will have developed a lifelong 
circle of friends. We at Evergreen are ready 
to see you grow over the next four years! 
Welcome to Evergreen!

RECEIVE THIS NEWS VIA EMAIL

If you would like to receive 
this newsletter electroically 
please email Mrs. Bishop 
at rbishop@elhs.org to be 
added to our email list.
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Senior Rock 
Painting

The Class of 2019’s first rite of passage 
as seniors: Painting of the Senior Rock.

 welcome
Class of 2022Eagles’ Edge Videos

The 2018–19 Eagles’ Edge team is starting work on 
their first video of the season. Eagles’ Edge videos 
take a glimpse into the campus life of our Eagles. We 
are excited to welcome our new Eagles’ Edge Crew!

Wednesday, October 3
6:15–7:45 PM
Holy Trinity Lutheran School,
Des Moines

Wednesday, October 10
6:15–7:45 PM
Bethany Lutheran School,
Port Orchard

Do to others as 
you would have 
them do to you.
—Luke 6:31



7306 Waller Road East
Tacoma, WA 98443

Follow us on Facebook at /EvergreenLutheranHighSchool        •        253-946-4488         •        www.elhs.org

Upcoming Events 
October 13: Homecoming
October 26: Eagle Day 
November 9: Veterans Day Program 

November 27: Giving Tuesday 
December 21: Christmas Concert at 7:00PM

Veterans Day Program 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 8–10:30AM

Please join students, faculty and staff as we 
recognize and honor our country’s military 
during our annual Veteran’s Day Program in the 
Evergreen Lutheran High School Commons,
7306 Waller Rd E, Tacoma, WA 98443.

Veterans, active military, and their families and 
friends are invited to join us for breakfast served 
by the National Honor Society starting at 
8:00AM, followed by a special chapel service. 

Please RSVP by November 7 to Ryan Bishop 
at rbishop@elhs.org, 253-946-4488, or online at 
www.elhs.org.

EVERGREEN LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 
HONORS OUR VETERANS


