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DEVELOPMENTWHAT’S INSIDE

Dean’s Message
Take Some Time

As the wind howls past my 
office window here at Evergreen 
on this mid-November morning, 
I’m reminded how quickly time 
flies by, and how rushed we 
can get with the busyness of 
our culture: seemingly endless 
deadlines, applications to submit 
that we hope will put us at the top of the stack, fires to 
put out before they do any damage... rush, rush, rush.   
With so many deadlines and goals to meet, do you 
sometimes look around and ask, “What am I missing?”  
From time to time, I look at my kids and think about the 
stage they are at in life. Have I been involved with them 
enough to store up memories of their accomplishments 
and their idiosyncrasies, so that when I look back 20 
years from now, I can recall the joys of raising them? 
Or, have my eyes only focused on the next deadline? 
Take time this holiday season to turn away from the 
lineup of deadlines in your path. Count your blessings, 
nurture your relationships, and above all, stop often at 
the manger in Bethlehem to meditate on the Gift God 
gives you on a daily basis through his Word. Through the 
Christ-Child, the demands of God’s law and his deadline 
for perfection have been fully met on our behalf!  
As our Lord nurtures His relationship with you through 
His Word, rejoice in His love for you and His gift of new 
and eternal life through faith in Christ! Twenty years 
from now, may you and I recall with thankful hearts the 
blessings of our relationship with God and how He has 
led us on our way with Christ at our side!
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
—Isaiah 40:1

James Getka
Campus Pastor
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DEBT ELIMINATION AND FUNDS 
At the beginning of the year we stood up to a difficult challenge: to become debt free as well as meet our regular 
budget needs. As you can see on the thermometer, people have generously continued to give from the heart 
towards supporting Christian education. But we aren’t there yet. We still have a ways to go. Our hope is our 
ministry stands out and makes you want to be a part of supporting the work done here.
    People have asked about ways to give towards Evergreen. We thank God for partners who think about 
supporting us and recognize the need for our ministry. We couldn’t do it without you. There are many 
opportunities and different funds our school offers. Here is what they are and how they help our school:

10/52 Program: This is a weekly recurring giving opportunity. It is designed as $10 
a week for 52 weeks. But, that $10 could be $5 or it could be $100. This is one of our 
best participated in programs. It allows for all giving levels to be part of supporting 
Evergreen and Christian education. If you are not part of this program, please consider 
joining the 10/52 Program and giving $10 a week. It truly goes a long way. 
General Fund: This is our general operating budget fund. Not all of our budgeted 
categories are fully funded through tuition. There is a need to have donations given to 
the general fund to make sure payroll and other bills are paid on time.  
Facilities Fund: The Facilities Fund is the old Capital Campaign. As we do already 
possess the building, there is still much maintenance and need for funding in this area 
in the years to come. Examples of needs that would be part of this fund are HVAC 
units, roof updates, lighting and electrical, etc.
Tuition Assistance: Every year we issue over $100,000 in needs-based tuition 
assistance. Tuition Assistance is funded by your contributions. If donation amounts 
are not met, typically the general budget makes up the difference. We are currently 
working on a funding plan to alleviate this stressor to our general budget and fully 
fund Tuition Assistance through grants and your continued support. 
40th Anniversary Debt Elimination: Our goal for this year is to have all exceeding donations beyond general 
budget and tuition assistance to go towards eliminating our debt. As this is our 40th anniversary, we recognize 
the wonderful blessings God has given us over these 40 years and pray He continues to bless our school so we 
can be a blessing to more students. 
Endowment: Through different donations, you can either contribute to our endowment fund, or, depending on 
donation size, we can create other annual gifts to support scholarships for Tuition Assistance or project activities. 
Memorials: Memorials are an opportunity to give a donation in remembrance of someone who has passed. 

    WAYS YOU CAN DONATE   
   •  Our magazines/newsletters are sent with donation
      envelopes for your convenience
   •  We now have a Square connected to an online giving account
      that allows us to take credit card donations in person 
   •  Log onto our website via a credit card or bank account at
      give.ELHS.org
   •  Mail checks without donation envelopes to:
      Evergreen Lutheran High School
      7306 Waller Road E, Tacoma, WA 98443 

Contact the Development Office and talk to:

•  Ryan Schmeling, Director of Mission Advancement
•  Ryan Bishop, Mission Advancement Assistant 
•  Office number is 253-946-4488
•  Ryan Schmeling’s cell number is 715-220-1442
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FINE ARTS

Accreditation
For the past year, the faculty, staff and volunteers have 
taken on the huge task of renewing Evergreen Lutheran 
High School’s National Accreditation with the NCPSA 
(National Council for Private School Accreditation) 
and WELSSA (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
School Accreditation). In 2009, while Evergreen was 
located on the Des Moines campus, we were able to 
be provisionally accredited with 81% of the national 
standards met and thirteen of the required standards 
not met. The school was able to fix many of these 
requirements and were able to meet the 85% threshold 
and were fully accredited. During the past 7 years, the 
Board of Directors, administration, faculty and staff 
have brought many of those deficiencies up to code, 
largest of which was the new facility. Many of the other deficiencies included handbooks for different aspects of 
the school, different policies concerning workings of the school, and repairing items.  
    This past year, a steering committee led by Pastor Tony Pittenger (Bethany, Port Orchard), Brian Humann 
(Faith, Tacoma), and Mark Finstrom (Holy Trinity, Des Moines) completed the self-study process in preparation 
for the site visit from the WELSSA team. This self-study process included finding evidence and artifacts for ten 
different standards. These standards included: Mission, Vision, Objectives; The School and It’s Relationships; 
School Climate; School Governance and Administration; Professional Personnel; Curriculum; Instruction; 
Student Services; Physical Facilities; and Planning and Information Management. Each standard had upwards 
of 50 sub points that need to be proved. The steering committee had various faculty, staff, board and supporters 
working on the subcommittees to prove that we have met these standards. This work took nearly 6 months. We 
thank these individuals for their hard work on this task.  
    This past month, the site visit team visited our campus for two days. The site team talked with students, 
faculty, staff and parents. They visited classrooms and watched the workings of the school. They sifted through 
the evidence and artifacts that the subcommittee found. At the end of these two long days, the site visit team 
gave their report. Evergreen Lutheran High School had scored at 93% of the standards met and that we met all 

of the required standards. This score was just short of an exemplary rating. The site 
team was very impressed with our school facility, our staff and many of the articles 
of evidence. They gave us recommendations to work on for the next 5 years. The 
faculty and board will now take those recommendations and will continue their 
work to improve our school. God truly blessed us through this process and also 
gave us opportunity to see the blessings that He has given us in our school. We pray 
that God continues to bless our work as we continue to improve each day.

Ted Klug
Principal

Choral Fest
Seven of our Evergreen students had the awesome privilege to 
participate in the 50th anniversary festival of WELS National 
Choral Festival in La Crosse, Wisconsin, the weekend of 
November 10–12. This experience was one that they will keep 
with them forever. The festival was hosted by Luther High 
School in Onalaska, WI—the site of the first Choral Festival 
in 1967, but the weekend’s events were held at the La Crosse 
Center in downtown—a venue large enough to hold the large 
crowds attending the festival concerts.
    After a day of rehearsals, Friday night kicked off the festival with the pops concert, featuring each individual 
school performing their own pops selection, with a video highlighting their school to introduce each group. The 
energy in the arena that evening was unmatchable! Saturday brought another day of rehearsal, capped with a 
Tonic Sol Fa concert for the students that evening.
    The sacred concert on Sunday was undoubtedly the highlight of the entire weekend. A moving historical 
video began the concert, outlining the history and purpose of our Choral Festivals for these 50 years. Four 
hundred seventy-nine high school students joined their voices as one to praise our God in beautiful, moving 
songs. After introducing all the choirs and directors, alumni of various decades of Choral Festival, and former 
directors, the “Heritage Choir,” made up of over 300 alumni Choral Festival singers dating all the way back to 
the very first festival, joined the high school students for the last number. A stirring arrangement of “God’s Word 
Is Our Great Heritage,” which included orchestra, choirs, and congregation, was commissioned and composed 
by Dale Witte as the highlight of this momentous event. To say it was moving is an understatement. This was 
one of those pinnacle moments that those who experienced will never forget.
    After a relaxing evening, it was a long day traveling back home to reality for the seven students, one director, 
and two chaperones who attended this year’s Choral Festival. Soli Deo Gloria!

Sacred Christmas Concert

December 20th, 7:00 PM at ELHS

Evergreen choir presents

Join us in celebrating the birth of Jesus
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04151968 05101975 06281995 06211996 06211997 
Those aren’t random numbers. In fact, for some people those numbers are of the utmost importance. They’re 
dates. The first is my birthday: April 15, 1968. The second is my wife’s birthday. We first met in 1995, were 
engaged in 1996, and got married one year later in 1997. 
    Those numbers are of the utmost importance in the lives of my four children. Even though none of the kids 
existed, those dates are points of their origins, important to their existence. If either of us hadn’t been born, 
hadn’t met, etc., my children would not be here. 
    Lutherans, including those who own and operate Evergreen Lutheran High School, are in the midst 
of marking some points of their origins. The first was just this past month, 10311517. In the year 1517 a 
theologian and monk named Martin Luther began asking questions. He’d always been taught that God’s love 
and forgiveness was something he had to earn or purchase but from what he had been reading in his Bible it 
appeared that love and forgiveness were gifts of God, displays of His grace. On October 31st of that year he 
posted a notice that he wanted to have a debate. (That notice is called “The 95 Theses.”) 
    But at first, that date didn’t seem very significant—like June 28, 1995 when I first met my wife. We met in 
passing because she was on her way to a date with someone else. It wasn’t until years later that we could see the 
significance of the 1995 date. 
    So let me give you two more sets of numbers: 04181521 and 06251530. The first was in April of 1521. 
Martin Luther stood before the holy Roman emperor. He was told to take back what he’d been writing, 
apologize for it, say he was wrong. But on the 18th he defied that order and said that unless they could show 
him from the Bible that he was wrong, he stood by what he’d been saying. For the first time in almost one 
thousand years, someone on the world’s biggest stage said that the Bible should be the only source of the 
Church’s teachings about God. 
    The second set of numbers takes us to the year 1530 and another assembly before the emperor. But this time 
it wasn’t just one rouge monk—this time it was a large gathering of ordinary people. They came before the 
emperor to hand him a written statement of their beliefs —beliefs taken only from the Bible, beliefs which had 
been declared to be crimes against the state. Handing him their confession they submitted to his decision—
stating now that they had heard what the Bible teaches they’d rather die than go back to not knowing these 
truths. 
    These dates are points of origin for our Evergreen Lutheran High School. No, the school is not that old 
but then my children weren’t yet born for some of the dates that are a very part of their existence. The 
Lutherans who started Evergreen 40 years ago would say that they originated back on those dates in the 1500s. 
We still believe that we are saved by-and-because of God’s grace alone —it’s nothing we can or even need 
to earn or purchase. We still stand on the principal that our teachings and beliefs must only be taken from 
Scripture. And we would still give up everything rather than sacrifice or even compromise these truths. 
That’s who the people of Evergreen are, that’s what Evergreen is, and that’s what all this “500th Anniversary” 
talk is. 

Pastor Tony Pittenger
Bethany Lutheran Church & School
ELHS Alumni, Class of 1986
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Words From Our Future Alumni
HOW HAS EVERGREEN PREPARED YOU FOR YOUR FUTURE?
 It has given me the tools I need to remain in my faith outside of the Christian environment I’m used to.
—Current student, class of 2018
Great widespread education taught me to multi-task, be a great leader on and off the court, strengthened my 
faith so I can keep it through college and forever, gave me friends for life, good role models I can try to imitate 
as I grow older, increased my musical talents.
—Current student, class of 2018
Schooling at Evergreen is very personalized and helps put you ahead of the learning curve. Aside from the 
learning skills, the atmosphere of Evergreen allows you to practice social skills with a large extended family of 
students and teachers.
—Current student, class of 2018

WHAT DOES EVERGREEN MEAN TO YOU?
 Evergreen means family. The environment is friendly. I feel comfortable being myself. I have people that care 
about me. They care about how I do in school. I will always count that as one of the most important things.
—Current student, class of 2021
To me Evergreen is where I found who I can truly be. As a freshman, I was very shy, but being surrounded by 
friends and encouragement has given me more confidence to take on college and the world.
—Current student, class of 2018

Alumni/Former Parents
What does Evergreen mean to you? If you had not gone to Evergreen 
how would you have seen high school going? In what ways has 
Evergreen benefited your family? How has Evergreen prepared you 
for your future? Submit your stories to Ryan Bishop at rbishop@elhs.

Volleyball finished 5th in the league with a 7–4 record and 
placed 4th in the Seatac League tournament. Going on to 
the 1st round of districts where they played hard, ending in 
a close match. Thank you to our volunteer head coach Brin 
Kjenstad and assistant coach Lacey Sorn for a great season.

Boys Soccer finished 3rd in the SeaTac League with an 8–4 
record. They went on to districts with 2 wins and 1 loss. 
Then our Eagles traveled to Prescott, WA for the first round 
of state games against Prescott High School. They played a 
tremendous game, but lost in the end. What a wonderful 
experience for our boys soccer and a strong season! Thank 
you to our volunteer head coach Bill Renner. 

Girls Soccer placed 3rd in the SeaTac League with a 
4–4 record. The team went on to play in the 1st round of 
districts. Thank you to volunteer head coach Matt Henning. 

Football finished 5th in the 1B/2B Seatac League. The 
players played hard for a young team in a great transition 
year. Even though they struggled with injuries, they gained 
a lot of experience. Coach Ash is looking forward to an 
exciting 2018 season. Thank you to head coach Allen Ash, 
and assistant coaches Chris Denny and Phil Bunkowske.
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Eagle Day 2017 was a huge 
success! With students from six of 
our TELSS schools in attendance and 
one community student, the day was 
filled with kids eager to learn about 
Evergreen Lutheran High School. 
    The day began with a chapel 
message from Principal Klug, 
followed by informational sections 
in different classrooms, led by 
Evergreen teachers. After lunch, the 
students were quizzed on some fun 
facts about Mr. Bunkowske, the new 
Recruitment Director for ELHS. To 
finish off the day, the students 
competed in a room-rally activity that 
lead them all around the Evergreen 
Lutheran High School campus.  
    It was great to see the interactions 
and the relationships made between 
the ELHS family and TELSS grade 
school students. We look forward 
to more opportunities to develop 
relationships with our future 
Eagles throughout the rest of the 
school year.

EAGLE DAY

EAGLE PASSPORTS
Eagle Passports are out again 
this year! Each student in a 
TELSS school will receive an 
Eagle Passport. Each passport 
allows one TELSS student in 
free to regular season home 
basketball games and events. 
Bring your passport to each 
event and receive a stamp. 
At 3 stamps students win an 
Evergreen beanie, at 6 stamps 
an Evergreen water bottle, at 
9 stamps the student will be 
entered into a drawing for up 
to $50 of free Eagle gear.

                           PANCAKE FEED DATES
                                                    January 22nd: Parkland, Tacoma 
                                                    January 29th: Holy Trinity, Des Moines

EAGLE’S EDGE
Watch for the next Eagle’s Edge video coming mid-December! If you would like to be emailed the video when 
it is published, please contact Mrs. Bishop at rbishop@elhs.org.

  THANK GOD FOR HIS CONTINUED BLESSINGS
   As we come out of Thanksgiving and enter into Christmas, we pray it wasn’t difficult for you to come up
   with things to be thankful for. Like Luther says, “His mercies are new every morning.” At Evergreen it doesn’t
   take long for us to name reasons why we are thankful: Recognition of 500th anniversary of Reformation;
   Passing accreditation; Successful athletic teams; School building; Faithful faculty; Daily food; Forty years of
   opportunities to freely teach the gospel message of salvation to high school aged students and families. 
       As we enter into the Christmas season we pray your focus stays fixed on what is truly important. Christmas
   is not about presents, decorations, eggnog, or vacations. Christmas is about the one gift that God gave us, and
   that is His son Jesus, our Savior. As we transition from Thanksgiving to Christmas we pray you don’t have to
   think too hard about things to be thankful for. Our eternal salvation is the best gift we could ask for!

Would you like to receive this newsletter electronically? Please email Mrs. Bishop at rbishop@elhs.org to be 
added to our newsletter e-mail list.

Basketball Home Game 12/12/17Christmas Concert 12/20/17Basketball Home Game 1/5/18Basketball Home Game 1/10/18Basketball Home Game 1/12/18Basketball Home Game 1/17/18Basketball Home Game 1/19/18Basketball Home Game 1/23/18Basketball Home Game 1/27/18Basketball Home Game 1/29/18Drama Production—FebruaryLent/Easter Concert 3/28/18
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WINTERFEST
Winterfest is Saturday, January 27th. Come 
cheer on our basketball teams. Alumni get in free. 
Alumni: RSVP to the office, email@elhs.org or 
253-946-4488 by January 23rd for a special treat! 
First game is at 2:30 PM.

Upcoming Events 
December 20: Sacred Christmas Concert at 7:00 PM

January 27th: Winterfest starts at 2:30 PM

March 8–9th: Junior Eagle Classic
March 15–19th: Band Festival
March 28th: Sacred Easter Concert at 7:00 PM

April 21st: Auction


