WHAT’S INSIDE
Contents
Development ........................................... 2

Education ................................................ 3
Fine Arts ................................................. 4

Junior Eagle Classic ............................... 5

Winter Sports Recap ............................... 7

Campus Life ............................................ 8
Alumni .................................................... 9

Summer Camps ..................................... 10
Principal
Theodore Klug
tklug@elhs.org
Director of Mission Advancement
Ryan Schmeling
rschmeling@elhs.org

7306 Waller Road East
Tacoma, WA 98443
253-946-4488
email@elhs.org

•

www.elhs.org

Principal’s Pen
I feel like a principal wears
many hats. I feel like I have to
be choosy about where I spend
my time. In fact, often times I
pray God gives me enough time
to complete the tasks that He
gives me. As Dr. Seuss once
wrote, “How did it get so late so soon?” There just never
seems to be enough time. Yet, I make every effort to
connect with my children, with my wife, and with my
God often. Maybe your time is spent much like mine.
This year we are blessed to educate 75 blood-bought
souls here at Evergreen. These students are “making the
most of their time” in the hallways of ELHS. They are
being refreshed by the Word of God in chapel services, in
all subjects of the curriculum, and from their classmates.
They are being influenced by adults who have Christ at
their core. This is time well spent!  
We have room for more. Can you pray that God would
open the floodgates and bless Evergreen with many more
students who can “make the most of their time” at high
school? Can you find people in your neighborhood, your
workplace, and local congregation to encourage toward
attending ELHS next year? The Apostle Paul said: Make
the most of your time, because the days are evil. God has
blessed us in the midst of these evil days with an oasis of
light called Evergreen Lutheran. Educating your child at
ELHS is the best investment of your time you will ever
give. Please share with someone the blessings that ELHS
offers to young adults thirsty for the Gospel message. It
will be time well spent, for now and eternity.
God bless you this Spring!
Theodore Klug
Principal

DEVELOPMENT
Achievements
SCHOLARSHIPS

Last year the Bill & Lois Lobeda scholarship fund
supporting future Christian leaders was founded. Now
a second scholarship, the Wayne & Renee Baxmann
scholarship fund has been established. The new
annually awarded scholarship for one struggling family
who couldn’t be at Evergreen without this support is
estimated to be $500 for the 2019–20 school year.

REDUCTION OF DEBT

Only $205,000 in debt is remaining to be paid off.
What a blessing that God is using the gifts of his
people to go towards having a sustainable ministry
here in the Pacific Northwest.

WORD OF MOUTH

The good news of what God is doing in our ministry
continues to grow. God-willing, Evergreen is
looking at an increase of students attending our high
school in the next few years. We praise God for the
opportunity to share God’s Word with all who enter
our doors no matter how big or small the class.

New Ideas Started
CAREER DAY

Our first Career Day was held on March 25. The
goal of this event was to show our students a variety
of career opportunities, provide connections for
students for possible internships or summer jobs, and
connect the students with our Evergreen supporters.

529 PLANNING

A plan for tax free growth on investments for college.
As of 2018 it’s applied to private schools (K–12) as
well. A presentation is coming to help people prepare
for this investment in Christian education to eliminate
the obstacle of not sending their children to Evergreen.

ESTATE PLANNING

Presentations have started to help people of all ages
have a plan that establishes support for their families,
as well as the churches and schools they love.

Moving Forward
FINANCIAL GOALS

Our 5-year plan is to get out of debt, create sinking
funds, and start looking at developing the campus.
Many factors will make our goals a success.

SCHOOL GOALS

We hope to grow enrollment through community
outreach via our online presence and also through
The Evergreen Lutheran School System (TELSS).
Currently our public relations board chairman and
committee are analyzing and updating our website,
Google ads, and our social media presence. We are
advertising with local military bases and networking
with groups outside TELSS.
There are many things happening at
Evergreen. Our goal is to continue to put
information in front of those who care
about the ministry of Evergreen. That is
the purpose of this magazine but also the
purpose of our association meetings. We
encourage all association congregations to
have a representative from their church to be
able to share this information to their church
communities. Please consider being that
person for your church and speak with me or
your pastor if you have interest.
We thank God for all the good things
he is doing at Evergreen. We also thank you
for your work in growing the ministry of
Evergreen. Through Christ who can do all
things we find our strength.
Ryan Schmeling
Director of Mission Advancement
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EDUCATION
Dual Credit/ALHSO

In the summer of 2017, Bethany Lutheran College
(BLC) began offering dual credit courses to area
Lutheran high schools—including Evergreen
Lutheran High School. At the time, Dr. Gene Pfeifer,
the new president of BLC, visited Evergreen to talk
to our faculty about the program. The advantage
to the dual credit courses are that students receive
both Evergreen high school credit alongside of
college credit. The other advantage to the BLC dual
credit program is cost. Regularly $380 per credit,
the Bethany Advantage Partner School program,
of which Evergreen is a member, costs only $75
per credit. Most colleges accept credits from BLC,
however students should check with the admissions
office of the college they plan to attend to ensure that
the credits will transfer.
Evergreen also uses online courses to supplement
what is taught here on campus through ALHS Online.

FINE ARTS
ALHS (Area Lutheran High School) supports our
current curriculum with courses that larger schools
have access to, but smaller schools cannot fit into
their master schedule. Courses in world languages
are very popular and allow Evergreen to offer
Latin, Chinese, and American Sign Language.
ALHS Online gives students opportunities to
take AP courses in Computer Science, English,
Environmental Science, Psychology, and U.S.
History.
   Evergreen has 10% of our student body engaged
in taking online courses from Bethany Lutheran
College and ALHS Online. Both programs expand
and extend our curricular offerings while maintaining
doctrinally sound teaching by our own Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran and Evangelical Lutheran
Synod teaching staff. This curricular expansion is a
true blessing from God for our parents and students.

Back by Popular Demand!
Who introduced a theorem to find the radii of
four mutually tangent circles? In what science
fiction novel do the Morlocks feed on the Eloi?
What is the complex compound responsible
for emitting light in bioluminescence? These
are the types of questions that our students
tackled in this year’s Knowledge Bowl
competition. Similar to other competitions, it
is a team sport, and they practice each week.
But unlike a physical competition, Knowledge
Bowl is all about how much you know! After a
17-year hiatus from competition, the team has
been reassembled and is using some serious
brain power to win competitions. Mrs. Sorn
is leading the team which has six members.
The Regional Knowledge Bowl was held on
March 2nd.We look forward to next year and
more questions! And for you curious brains,
the answers to the above questions are Renee
Descartes, The Time Machine, and Luciferin.

Drama
This year the Evergreen Lutheran High School
Children’s Theatre presented The Insulting Princess
by Sandra Fenichel Asher—a humorous tale of a
young princess who rudely, but poetically, turns
down the proposal of every eligible bachelor
attempting to win her hand until she learns an
important lesson. Four shows were enjoyed on
campus. Due to the snow our Kitsap schools were
unable to attend during the normal scheduled
performance, so we took the show on the road! Two
performances were done at Bethany Lutheran for
Bethany and Christ the King students.

BAND FESTIVAL

The annual band festival was held at
Wisconsin Lutheran High School in Milwaukee, WI
the weekend of March 15–17. Two Evergreen Eagles were
selected out of hundreds of nominees across the country from all the
WELS high schools. Nominees Aaren Kvale, tuba, and Olivia Baker, trombone,
traveled to Milwaukee to spend a weekend in sectionals with other WELS high
schoolers leading to a mass band performance. What a wonderful use of their God
given talents—as well as a great way to share their love of music with fellow high
schoolers. To view a recording of the concert please visit www.welsfinearts.org.

HOLY TRINITY 1ST PLACE

GRACE 1ST PLACE

FAITH 2ND PLACE

Christ the King 2ND PLACE

BETHANY 3RD PLACE

BETHANY 3RD PLACE

The Junior Eagle Classic completed another successful year. This A-Team basketball
tournament really brings The Evergreen Lutheran School System (TELSS) together for a
weekend of fellowship and basketball. It’s a real joy to see families catch up and interact
while the students make new friends. This year we had seven participating teams: Bethany
(Port Orchard, WA), Christ the King (Bremerton, WA), Faith (Tacoma, WA), Grace (Portland, OR),
Holy Trinity (Des Moines, WA), Immanuel (Salem, OR), and Parkland (Parkland, WA). Each
school had both a girls and boys/co-ed team participate, and we had three cheer teams.
A big congratulations to the weekend’s winners! Evergreen Lutheran High School thanks all
the families, fans, and volunteers who came together to support our students, and make the
weekend run smoothly. See you all next year!

5

WINTER SPORTS RECAP

CAMPUS LIFE

International Club
BOYS BASKETBALL

The 2018–19 Eagle Boys’ Basketball season was very
successful. The team ended the season with an overall
record of 15-11 and an 8-5 record in SeaTac West
1B league play. The Eagles were led by captains Liam
Peterson and Ben Schwartz. Liam led the Eagles by
averaging 8.5 rebounds per game and 3 assists. Liam
was chosen as Honorable Mention for the season by the
SeaTac League. The Eagles were led in scoring by their
three guards Brian Rittierodt (13.1 ppg), Noah Wiles
(10.4 ppg), and Noah Rittierodt (7.9 ppg). Highlight
games of the season include an overtime victory in the
first game after trailing by 17 points at Three Rivers
Christian, a tough loss at Crosspoint at the buzzer,
and a huge SeaTac league playoff win over Rainier
Christian. The team gives special thanks to the four
seniors—Liam, Ben, Grant, and Ian—for their leadership
and dedication to Eagle basketball over the years.
VARSITY AWARDS: Co-MVP’s: Liam Peterson and
Brian Rittierodt. JUNIOR VARSITY AWARDS:
MVP: Tom Plocher; Defensive MVP: Enzo Meyer.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

This past season the Girls Basketball team grew
immensely. Their record improved by six wins from
the previous season. Even with this improvement, the
girls faced a lot of adversity throughout the season.
For much of the second half of the season, they were
down three starting players. However, with some great
upperclassmen leadership and freshmen assistance, the
girls continued to battle game in and game out. It was
truly a joy to coach the Lady Eagles this year, and I
look forward to continuing to see them grow as players
and young adults.
MVP AWARD: Lauren Frankland.

CHEER

The cheer squad continued to grow this year as Coach
Missy brought back our football cheer program. What
a cheerful addition to the fall season. The squad
continued to grow through the basketball season;
perfecting cheers, dance routines and stunts.

International Food Day was February 27 here at
ELHS. Students and faculty brought homemade foods
representing various countries for our student body
to try and judge. From German potato salad to sushi,
there was no shortage of diversity for the taste buds.
The students enjoy making and eating these dishes.
The best part is the strange faces students make when
trying something for the first time… and then the smile
when they realize how good it is! International Food
Day is an annual tradition at ELHS aimed at highlighting
our ancestral roots and strengthening the bonds
between our local and international students.

AV Club

You often see videos on Facebook, YouTube and
Instagram showing cute kittens and people falling down.
If you follow ELHS on Facebook you’ll see videos of
our sports teams, daily life at school, and informational
videos on policies and the student handbook. Our AudioVisual Club creates these videos! They are learning how
to edit, format, and piece together videos and pictures
while also providing a fun outlet for our Evergreen
community to see our students in action. Be sure to
follow the Facebook page for the latest video and go
watch all of the AV Club videos on YouTube.

Robotics Club

What do a cog, metal arm, rubber wheel and remote
control have in common? These items are all in use by
our ELHS Robotics Club. The club, in its initial year, is
working on building STEM (Science, Tech, Engineering,
Math) skills by building robots. They use various
materials under the guidance of Mr. Lund to create
small working creations that can pick up pencils, and
motor around a table.

Debate Club

If you were to walk down the north hall at ELHS, you
might hear words like extension, motion, opposition,
proposal, and counter prop. These are the terms used
by the Debate Club when they are setting up the
foundations of an argument. Mr. Bunkowske leads the
Debate Club as they tackle both sides of tough questions
like, “Does social media make you lonely? Should
plastic straws be outlawed?” This club is an excellent
outlet for students to learn about speaking in public,
using facts and opinions appropriately in a discussion,
and understanding that a discussion or argument is a
meaningful way to communicate in society today.

ALUMNI
Winterfest Gathering
Another Winterfest spent with the
Evergreen Eagles. Thank you to all the
alumni that came out to show your love
and support of the future Evergreen
alumni. The new hospitality room filled
with snacks was a hit. Following the
games, ‘89 alumni Matt and Brenda
Henning opened their restaurant, My 4
Sons BBQ, for our gathering. It’s amazing
the friendships that are created in the
classroom that endure for years to come
and the friendships that develop across
the generations.

Alumni Announcements

Blessings to Alumni Richie (‘07) and Gina Kammer on the birth of
their first child, Persephone (Penny)! Congratulations to newlyweds
Noelle Peterson (‘16) and Kyle Leitzke (‘16). God’s blessings on
your journey together! An Army unit award has been named after
alumni Sergeant Major Jeff Snow (‘87). The 1SG Jeffery P. Snow
NCO of the Year Award!

Memorials

Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.
—John 14:27

Donations given in loving memory of:
Arlyn Schmeling, Bernice Winterfeld,
Mike Sebald, James Lee Munro,
and Helen Schoeneck.
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Upcoming Even
ts

April 6: Annu

al Auction at 4

PM
ive Eagle:
Distressed Cro
ss
April 17: Lent/
Easter Concert
at 7PM
April 28: Prom
May 15: Arbo
r Day
May 22: ELHS
Giving Day
May 31: Acad
emic Awards
Ceremony
June 7: Pops C
oncert at 7PM
June 8: Gradu
ation at 2PM
April 13: Creat
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