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Principal’s Pen
Is this the end or a new
beginning?
Often, the end of the school
year marks the end of an
era for Evergreen students,
Evergreen parents, and the
end of formal schooling for
some. Is this the end or a new
beginning? The beginning of a
new Evergreen alumni sharing their faith on their college
campus, in their battalion, or at their workplace. The
beginning of our now former students using their training
that they were equipped with at Evergreen to change the
world. I pray that we all can see the wonderful blessings
of the end and how it is an amazing new beginning in so
many ways.
As we say goodbye to this year’s seniors and
remember the many accomplishments God blessed them
with in their high school career, we begin to ready our
school for the new crop of freshman. In a short time, we
will welcome their fresh faces to our campus to begin
their first year of high school, a new beginning for these
Evergreen students. We look forward to meeting them
and other new students.  
Instead of an end, we want this to be a new beginning
for many more. I ask that you share this amazing
blessing of a Christ-centered high school with others in
your life too. We equip students for time and eternity
here at Evergreen. We want to be part of equipping as
many students and families as we can. Please consider
sharing Evergreen with others.

Theodore Klug
Principal

DEVELOPMENT
Over the past year we have had many blessings
involving our communication and financial support.
This year our goal was to build better communications
with our schools, congregations, and families. We’ve
done this by adding student led videos to the grade
schools and providing newsletters for families and
congregations with updated information. We have
also created a financially sound plan to eliminate
debt, build emergency funds, and maximize funding.

SCHOLARSHIP

FINANCES

SECURITY UPGRADES

To date, we have received over $470,000 in
donations. $60,000 of that was to restricted accounts,
$50,000 to Bill and Lois Lobeda Scholarship Fund,
and $10,000 towards a security system upgrade. The
remaining $410,000 went towards the general budget,
eliminating a $90,000 deficit, as well as making up
the difference in the $55,000 debt carry over.        

LACE MORTGAGE RESTRUCTURE

With our LACE Mortgage restructure, we were able
to pay off the remaining part of our St. Matthew
Spokane loan of $75,000 and our HVAC ($27,000)
and lighting retrofit loan ($21,000 remaining) of
$48,000. We went to an interest only loan for 5 years
which will reduce our mortgage by $65,000 a year
to allow us to pay off remaining debts to individuals
of $75,000 and $50,000, as well as pay back what
we borrowed in the restructure ($123,000) and refill
the accounts that were borrowed from previously
($75,000).   

ANNUAL AUCTION

This year’s auction brought in a profit of
$40,000. Many hands came together to make this
event successful. We received a $2,000 sponsorship
from LACE. The food was catered by My 4 Sons
BBQ. Our auctioneers were Pastor Schwartz and
Holly Peterson. Ryan Bishop led an awesome group
of volunteers on the auction committee. We thank
you all for helping and attending!

The newly established Bill and Lois Lobeda
Scholarship was created through a $50,000 donation.
Annual scholarships will be given out to one boy
and/or one girl selected through application for
those students who want to pursue a career in
ministry. Up to $2500 will be given out a year
($1250 each) and will increase as the fund increases
with interest.
Security upgrades will happen with the $10,000
received through the auction and the ELHS Giving
Day. Upgrades include keyless entry, entrance
camera and door unlocking capabilities from
the office, and upgraded security cameras and
monitors. These changes will better protect our
students and eliminate security issues due to lost
keys, etc.

SHARE

We want to continue to share the blessings
Evergreen’s ministry has to offer to the families of the
Pacific Northwest. Thank you for all you have done
and continue to do to promote Evergreen, and bring
people to their savior.

Donations have been given
in memory of
Bill Dunn & Carl Orcutt
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that
you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have
no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, and so we believe that God will bring with
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.
—1 Thessalonians 4:13-14

2

EDUCATION
Our ministry team is taking shape for next school
year. Earlier this semester, Mr. Allen Ash accepted
a call to teach at Michigan Lutheran Seminary in
Saginaw, Michigan starting next school year. The
Board of Directors for Evergreen was tasked to
fill Mr. Ash’s position. First, Mr. Phil Bunkowske
was asked to fill and has accepted the position of
athletic director. Mr. Bunkowske will remain a part
of the recruitment/admissions team, but the work
of recruitment director will be split among multiple
people on staff. Second, due to a smaller pool of
incoming freshman from our TELSS schools, the

For this very reason, make
every effort to add to your faith
GOODNESS;
and to goodness, KNOWLEDGE;
and to knowledge, SELF-CONTROL;
and to self-control,
PERSEVERANCE;
and to perseverance, GODLINESS;
and to godliness,
MUTUAL AFFECTION;
and to mutual affection, LOVE.
For if you possess these qualities in
increasing measure, they will keep
you from being ineffective and
unproductive in your knowledge
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
2 Peter 1:5-8
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FINE ARTS
board was led to extend a one-year retirement call
to former Evergreen teacher Mr. David Habeck. Mr.
Habeck has retired from his principal and teaching
position at Trinity Lutheran School in Caledonia,
Wisconsin and moved back to the Tacoma area in
June. Mr. Habeck was a teacher at Evergreen from
1993–2010. We are extremely excited to welcome
Mr. Habeck back. Mr. Habeck will be teaching two
sections of Religion, one section of English, and
serve as our transportation coordinator.  Although
these are not the exact classes that Mr. Ash was
teaching, the section load that Mr. Ash was teaching
will be covered by Mr. Habeck. Other teachers will
be taking on Mr. Ash’s courses, most notably Mr.
Lund will take over Chemistry.
A few of our current staff members were also
extended calls from other schools during the past
school year. Ms. Katie Rath was called by Divine
Savior Academy in Doral, Florida and later to
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School in New
Ulm, Minnesota. Ms. Rath was led in both instances
to remain here at Evergreen. We are very thankful
that God has led her to continue here at Evergreen.  
Mr. Perry Lund was called by Peace Lutheran School
in Kissimmee, Florida. Mr. Lund also returned this
call and will remain at Evergreen. We are thankful
for his past service and his future service to his Lord
here at ELHS. Although it was not a direct call to our
faculty, Mr. Brent Sorn, husband of Mrs. Lacey Sorn,
was called to be principal at Mt. Olive Lutheran
School in Mankato, Minnesota. Mr. Sorn returned
his call as well. This means that Mrs. Sorn will also
remain at Evergreen.
Our entire school system across the country has
a shortage of called workers, both teachers and
pastors. This number is well over 200 vacancies.
We are truly blessed at Evergreen that our faculty
is complete for next school year. While call season
remains open for called workers through the first
weekend in June, we are truly blessed to have a
complete staff at this time.

POPS CONCERT

BAND CONCERT
On May 11th, a new “old” tradition was
reinstated. This was the day of the first band
concert at Evergreen since 2013. Evergreen’s
band joined along with grade school band
members from four area TELSS schools
to have a combined band concert. The
Evergreen band started the concert with
four selections, followed by five numbers
performed by the TELSS band, consisting of
students from Bethany, Faith, Holy Trinity,
and Parkland. At this point the two bands
joined forces for a number all together, which
was a great hit, both for the students and for
the audience. Evergreen’s band finished the
concert with a few additional selections. This
was a wonderful opportunity for our grade
school students to get a chance to work
together with each other for a common goal
rather than competing against each other, as
well as an opportunity for many families from
Evergreen and our TELSS schools to meet and
mingle. With plans to expand the grade school
band program to even more schools, look for
next year’s concert to build on this great start!

The 2017–18 school year wrapped up with
Evergreen’s annual Pops Concert on June
8th. This year’s theme was Bright Lights
on Broadway, and much fun was had by all
that evening. Various selections from a wide
variety of Broadway musicals were performed
by the freshman choir, concert choir, band, and
a number of solos and small ensembles. The
audience was treated to numbers from The
Sound of Music, Les Miserables, Wicked, The
Music Man, West Side Story, Aladdin, Bye Bye
Birdie, and many others. If you missed this fun
evening, you can watch the concert recording
posted on the ELHS Facebook page.

ALUMNI
FAREWELL GRADUATES OF 2018
Evergreen Graduates of 2018:
As I write this farewell message a few weeks before
graduation, I am amazed, as you may be, at how time
flies! Perhaps it seems as if you feel you had only
begun your freshmen year at Evergreen a year or so
ago. Now here you are, graduates of the class of 2018!
For teachers, our focus often centers on the amount
of knowledge we hope to, and in some areas, are
required to, provide you so that you can graduate—
in so little time! As Christian teachers, our most
important focus is the goal to prepare you for a life
of faith in Christ so that you “can serve him now and
forever,” as Evergreen’s mission statement says. Your
senior class verse, and our theme for the school year,
“Empowered through Christ,” also reflects that goal.
So, how did we do? How did you do in reaching
that goal? Are you confident that you are “fully
empowered” to live your faith and “serve him now and
forever?” On one hand, I hope we can all say “Yes!”
to these questions, for you have been given the solid
foundation of salvation by grace alone, by faith
alone, by Scripture alone, and through Christ alone!
The words of the Apostle Peter reflect very well
the foundation you have in Christ: Grace and peace
be yours in abundance through the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has
given us everything we need for a godly life through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and goodness. 2 Peter 1:2-3.
At the same time, I hope in your heart and mind,
you graduates have a “gnawing concern” in your
heart that you may not have everything you need to
remain “Empowered through Christ” as you head out
into the “real world.” I pray that you have, and that
you value, the need to keep learning God’s Word, to
be faithful in worship, and to harbor Christ’s grace
and love for you as your greatest treasures in life!   
As adults, the responsibility is now yours to
make these your priorities, and the challenges
to your faith to not do so will be numerous and
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SPRING SPORTS RECAP
unrelenting. Everything from scientism to society’s
secular lifestyle to the plethora of world religions
will attack you from every angle. And, while you
may think that you “know it all by now,” you will be
amazed at the new insights and discoveries you will
find as you continue in your study of God’s Word,
for not only will you continue to grow intellectually
and spiritually, life’s experiences will also change
who you are. You will see new perspectives, deeper
meaning and wonder as you dig deeper in the Word!   
While hiding our faith or setting it aside are
unfortunate reactions to the onslaught of challenges
we face, keep in mind 2 Peter 1:5-8, and make a
better choice. Rather than hiding your faith, live it
with every expression of love and all that is good!   
Such a faith, empowered by and expressing
Christ’s love, will thrive in you, and will be a
testimony of God’s love to those around you! The
only way to accomplish this is to continue to be
connected with God’s Word and sacraments. Take
your Bible, your catechism and hymnal with you
to college; get connected to a sister church in
your university town for worship and Bible study;
bookmark our ELS, WELS, or Time of Grace
devotions on your laptop; get the free Meditations
and Forward in Christ magazines in your mailbox
(getting mail like this always makes your day!);
connect with your church body’s campus ministries.
And, come back and visit us at Evergreen—often!
Can we be “fully empowered?” As long as we are
connected to Christ and his Word, yes, we can! May
God richly bless you, graduates, with the full power
of his grace, wisdom and love!
—Pastor Getka

YOUR PICTURE OR UPDATE HERE!
Keep your fellow Alumni informed about
your life accomplishments, changes, and
blessings. Send information about weddings,
births, child graduations, etc. to Mrs. Bishop
at rbishop@elhs.org or 253-946-4488.

BASEBALL: Our baseball team had another great season this year. The weather
created a slow start, but they were able to get in most of their games after spring
break. Their overall record was 14–5 and they were 9–1 in league play. Our Eagles
took first in league and 3rd in State. Congratulations on a great season guys! We are
grateful to our Head Coach Mr. Allen Ash for leading our players this year. Thank you
to our volunteer coaches Christian and Dwayne Bond and statistician Jon Wiles. Baseball
1B SeaTac League awards: League MVP, Josiah Heimlich; 1st Team, Brett Hagen and Liam
Peterson; 2nd Team, Noah Rittierodt, Brian Rittierodt, and Erik Grey.
TRACK: Congratulations to our boys Track & Field team for placing 3rd in the state
tournament. Thank you to Head Coach Matt Henning and assistant coaches Mike Weddle,
Scott Kennedy, and Kira Grev. Below is a list of our Track & Field state placements.
Girls 4 x 400 meter relay team (Faith Nitz, Sarah Overfield, Emma Schwartz,
Rebecca Kjenstad): 2nd place
Boys 4 x 400 meter relay team (Sam Rodmyre, Sam Bessler, Adam Fuegmann,
Ian Wendland): 3rd place
Ryan Circelli: 1st place in shot put (setting a new school record), 8th place in discus
Micah Pittenger: 3rd place in high jump, 7th place in pole vault, 7th place in triple jump
Sam Rodmyre: 3rd place in triple jump, 8th place in pole vault
Ian Wendland: 4th place in 300 meter hurdles, 7th place in 400 meter dash
Rebecca Kjenstad: 6th place in 400 meter dash
Faith Nitz: 7th place in 3200 meter run
Emma Schwartz: 8th place in 100 meter dash
Sawyer Storaasli: 8th place in pole vault, 14th place in high jump
Sam Bessler: 10th place in discus, 12th place in javelin
Sarah Overfield: 10th place in 1600 meter run
SOFTBALL: The Lady Eagles of the Varsity Fastpitch Softball team learned more about
the sport together, bonded as teammates, and battled through several rained-out
games throughout the season this year. Despite a rainy start to the year, the girls
were able to finish the season fully by competing two or three times a week at the
end of April and beginning of May. The season contained highlights and lowlights, but
the team played as one, regardless of whether they were winning or losing. After a
hard-fought match against Muckleshoot, the Lady Eagles finished their season on May
14th, bidding farewell to long-time leader, senior captain Julia Kjenstad. Thank you to our
Head Coach Ms. Katie Rath and assistant coaches Sarah Melcher and Greg Bergemann
for helping our ladies grow! IB Seatac League Award: 1st Team, Julia Kejenstad.

TELSS

CAMPUS LIFE
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

TELSS Academic Fair: The 2018 annual TELSS
Academic Fair was a great demonstration of the
many and varied gifts with which God has blessed
his children in our area schools. The day began with
presentations of the top Science Fair projects from
around the TELSS schools, followed by a rousing
chapel led by Pastor Andy Schwartz. Next, the grade
school students demonstrated their public speaking
abilities in the Forensics competition. The Spelling
Bee and Geography Bowl participants also wowed
spectators with their vast array of knowledge later in
the afternoon. Lastly, the Math Bowl teams battled
for victory with pen and paper in hand. The Fair
concluded by crowning several individual and team
champions, as well as congratulating all students for
the hard work preparing for the varied competitions.

Environmental Camp: The TELSS held its annual
spring environmental camp on May 17–18. Students
from Holy Trinity, Bethany, Christ the King, GracePortland, and Faith-Tacoma came to learn a bit
of science and how to live outdoors. Sessions on
geocaching, bird houses, muckraking, and water
quality were part of the curriculum. Mr. Lund, one
of Evergreen Lutheran’s science teachers, taught
students about water quality. Using water samples,
students looked at temperature, conductivity, pH,
and turbidity. The use of wireless sensors was
demonstrated as a technology component. Students
hiked down to Lake Wildcat to collect water
samples. Along the way, Mr. Lund identified some
plant and tree species.

Evergreen’s National Honor Society was filled with students
who were passionate about serving others in the school and
community. Motivated by Christ’s example and led by seniors
Sawyer Storaasli, Adela Kim, and Micah Pittenger, the NHS
ambitiously prepared a number of projects for the year. As a full
group, the students posted encouraging notes and Bible passages
on every locker in the school and also ran halftime activities for
TELSS grade school students on basketball game nights. Small
committees of Honor Society members also organized projects
of their choice, including a book drive benefiting Faith Lutheran
School in Tacoma, setting up entertainment between events at
the TELSS Academic Fair, organizing activities for freshman
and senior buddies, hosting a community blood drive, and an
Appreciation Day for area WELS and ELS pastors.

STUDENT COUNCIL

Congratulations to our newly elected 2018–2019
Student Council. Elections will be held in the fall
for the Freshman Class Representative and the
International Student Representative.
President: Sam Bessler
Vice President: Ben Schwartz
Secretary: Audrey Amiling
Treasurer: Liam Peterson
Senior Class Representative: Aaren Kvale
Junior Class Representative: Sarah Circelli
Sophomore Class Representative: Kristin Grassell

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER
ELECTRONICALLY?
EMAIL MRS. BISHOP AT
RBISHOP@ELHS.ORG
TO BE ADDED TO
OUR E-MAIL LIST.

REGISTER FOR SUMMER CAMPS AT WWW.ELHS.ORG
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Upcoming Even
ts

July 23: Basket
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August 4th: T
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ts

August 19th:
Opening Servic
e and
Orientation at
4:00 PM
August 22nd:

First Day of Sch

ool
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