


WHAT’S INSIDE

Principal’s Pen
During this holiday time of 
the year, God reminds us in 
many ways how we are blessed 
abundantly with gifts from 
His gracious hands. One of 
the greatest and most powerful 
blessings is the fact that we 
have a direct line to God through prayer. This valuable 
connection that we have to our God is something that we 
need to use each and every day. 

So, today, I boldly ask you to pray for the continued 
ministry at ELHS. Would you be willing to keep all of 
these things in your prayers today and throughout this 
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons and beyond?

  •  Thank God for our faithful ELHS teachers and
     staff. Their dedication and love for our students is
     such a blessing. Pray that they will continue with
     great guidance and leadership as they instruct our
     students.
  •  Pray for our Board members, that they will make the
     right decisions in guiding ELHS into the future.
  •  Pray for increased enrollment! January starts the
     beginning of the recruitment season for next fall. 
     Pray that God gives us many new students and
     families who are eager to learn about God’s plan for
     our salvation.
  •  Pray that God would help our students to continue
     to grow spiritually. They face so many challenges and
     temptations.

We are so blessed to have friends and partners like each 
one of you. Thanks for being a part of our prayer team! 
May God continue to bless you this holiday season. 

Theodore Klug
Principal
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DEVELOPMENT

MATCHING GIFT
A generous donor who wishes to remain anonymous 
has blessed us with two matching opportunities:
    First, the donor will match 50 cents for every 
dollar given by a NEW alumni donor (an alumni 
that has never given a gift to Evergreen) —up to 
$5000 for a potential total of $15,000, to support our 
school. Donations must be received by December 31, 
2018 to qualify for this match.
    The second matching gift is for congregations. 
If your congregation has not given a gift towards 
Evergreen in the last five years, the donor will match 
your $2500 gift with a $1000 match. Ask your 
church leadership if they will consider supporting 
Evergreen with this amazing opportunity. Donations 
must be received by January 15, 2019 to qualify for 
this match.
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 DEBT BREAKDOWN
As of the beginning of November we have brought 
in $123,000 ($5,400 restricted/$10,000 to be the 
matching Giving Tuesday money). I hope you have 
been able to clearly see the impact your gifts have 
been making on our school. We started last school 
year with a combined debt and deficit of over 
$400,000. Along with your gifts and our mortgage 
restructure we started this year with a combined debt 
and deficit of roughly $275,000. If we are able to 
continue to stay on track with our beginning of the 
year goals ($30,000 a month), we could potentially 
begin next school year with a debt and deficit of 
roughly $100,000. At the same time, we have 
established new scholarships and continued to give 
significant financial aid. God is truly blessing us 
through your gifts.

ANNUAL GIVING BREAKDOWN
Below is a breakdown of total gifts from 
congregations (and donations through congregations) 
and individuals/businesses. Thank you to all for your 
constant support for our students.

   10/52 PROGRAM
        ARE YOU A FAMILY PASSIONATE 

        ABOUT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?

Evergreen is looking for 200 families not 

currently supporting Evergreen on a weekly 

or monthly basis to join our 10/52 Program. 

This is a suggested commitment of $10 per 

week for 52 weeks. The commitment of just 

200 families will have a huge impact—as 

much as $100,000 to our budgeted income.

    This year-round support gives ELHS 

financial stability to meet our needs today 

and in years to come. Thank you to all who 

have made a commitment to Evergreen 

Lutheran and our teens of the Pacific 

Northwest!
    Contact Ryan Schmeling in the Mission 

Advancement office to learn more about 

the impact of this program. To sign up visit 

www.elhs.org or contact Mrs. Ryan Bishop 

at rbishop@elhs.org or 253-946-4488.



FINE ARTS
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COMPANY MATCH
Did you know that many companies offer a donation 
matching opportunity? That’s right. Companies will 
match employee gifts to non-profit organizations. 
Matching programs are a great way for a company, 
big or small, to do more for their communities by 
supporting the causes that their employees feel 
passionate about. Do you know if your company 
offers a match program? It’s an easy way to double 
your gift to Evergreen! Ask your Human Resources 
department or do a quick internet search to find 
out. It only takes a minute to list Evergreen as your 
matching non-profit.  

SECURITY UPGRADES
Our front entryway underwent a few upgrades in the 
past month. The front entrance has been modified to 
have a video doorbell that allows our front office to 
see who is waiting at the front door as well as speak 
to them without opening the door. An electronic 
door release was installed, allowing our front desk 
to “open” the door from behind the desk. Along 
with the other upgrades, keyless entry to the front 
door and gym entrance have been installed, helping 
make entrance to the building more secure. All 
these upgrades were made possible by the generous 
donations from the 2018 Auction.

Evergreen Thrift Store
The Evergreen Thrift Store provided financial 
support and an opportunity for service. It was an 
incredible source of support for Evergreen for over 
30 years. Thanks to a few faithful volunteers, the 
thrift store has contributed over $612,000 since 1992. 
This past fall, the thrift store located in Milwaukie, 
Oregon, closed its doors.
     This story began with garage sales by founding 
members Anna Salzwadel and Betty Gabert in 
support of Christian education in the Pacific 
Northwest. In the early 80’s, Anna organized garage 
sales twice a year sending proceeds to Evergreen. 
She rented a hall on her own to accommodate all 
the goods. Then, in 1986, the location in Oak Grove 
became available, and the thrift store was born.
    In the summer of 1990, the store moved to down-
town Milwaukie. Anna made the 52-mile round-trip 
commute three times a week until 2004. Always 
faithful in the Word, Anna enjoyed using the thrift 
store as an opportunity to encourage others and share 
her faith. 
    Betty began her association with Evergreen in 
1983 by enrolling her children at Evergreen. Betty’s 
husband, Augie, also served on the Evergreen Board 
of Directors. When she was asked why the long-
time commitment to the thrift store, she said, “I 
want other children to have the same blessings and 
opportunities that my own children had—a Christian 
education.”
    Anna never thought her garage sales would 
eventually contribute $612,000 towards Evergreen, 
but God blesses faithful service. Interest has been 
shown in our local area to start a store. If you have 
an interest in participating as a volunteer or manager 
in the Tacoma area, please let the office know.

Memorials
Elmer Boltz

Harold Bobrofsky

Donna Caretti

Janet Kersten

Phyllis Koffarnus

Doug Guelker

Ken Kutz

I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever who lives and believes 

in me shall never die.  — John 11:25-26

WELS CHORA L FEST
Five choir students traveled to the WELS 
Regional Choral Festival held at Minnesota 
Valley Lutheran at the beginning of November. 
Olivia Baker, Aaren Baker, Aaren Kvale, 
Alex LaBorde, and Michelle Gill performed 
their song during the POPS concert. Then 
they joined in a mass choir during the Sacred 
concert. The concerts can be viewed online at  
www.welsfinearts.org.

DRAMA 
PRODUCTION
The Evergreen Lutheran High School 

Players Present: 
THE INSULTING PRINCESS

Dessert Theater on February 15 at 7:00PM

MUSIC SCHEDULE
December 21: Christmas Concert, ELHS, 7 PM

January 13: Evergreen Sunday, Faith, 8 & 11 AM 

February 10: Evergreen Sunday, Holy Trinity, 9:15 AM 

March 3: Evergreen Sunday, Bethany, 8:15 & 11 AM

March 15–17: Band Festival, WLHS 

April 17: Lent/Easter concert, ELHS, 7 PM

May 10: Band Concert, ELHS, 7 PM

June 7: Pops Concert, ELHS, 7 PM

June 8: Graduation, ELHS, 2 PM
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On October 26th, the 7th and 8th grade students from our TELSS grade schools joined us on 
campus for Eagle Day. The day began in chapel led by Mr. Ted Klug. What a wonderful sound all 
those voices made singing together! A video of the hymn was posted on our Facebook page if you 
would like to listen. Students were able to meet and become familiar with the ELHS student body, 
faculty, and staff. Evergreen’s student council and a few National Honor Society students led our 
Junior Eagles through the building to different mini-classes organized by the faculty. The mini-
classes shared about curricular and co-curricular options and opportunities available at ELHS. 
    In the Commons, Student Council led a Plickers trivia game about ELHS. Student Council 
members asked the questions, and the Junior Eagles worked as teams to answer the questions 
with Plicker cards. The Plicker cards were scanned using a phone to record answers. 
    This year, the afternoon of Eagle Day featured a variety of STEM activities, culminating in an 
opportunity for students to display and test their creations. Students worked in teams to plan, 
engineer and build various projects. We gathered at the end of the day to test their creations. A 
special edition of the Eagles’ Edge video was created to highlight the day. The video is available 
on our YouTube channel.
    What a wonderful day spent in the Word and learning with our future Eagles! We look 
forward to seeing your bright smiles on campus in the near future!



FALL SPORTS RECAP
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ALUMNI

GIRLS SOCCER
Girls soccer had a strong, persistent team this year. 
Led by seniors Olivia Baker and Casandra Scannell, 
the season ended in third place in the league. The 
girls played fierce and are looking forward to next 
season. Thank you to Head Coach Matt Henning and 
Assistant Coach Brett Henning for your leadership.

BOYS SOCCER
The regular season ended for our Boys soccer team 
as the SeaTac League Champions with eleven wins 
and one loss. The boys went on to win the Tri-
district Championship in a hard-fought win with 
two overtimes and 7-6 penalty kicks. On Saturday, 
November 17 Boys soccer placed third in the 1B/2B 
State tournament with a 3-0 win against Riverside 
Christian. Senior Liam Peterson was named the 2018 
League MVP. Thank you to volunteer head coach Bill 
Renner for your leadership.

FOOTBALL
“God, Grit, Growth” was our team motto for the 
season. Having a young team and coming off of a 
rough season, this motto fit the team very well. The 
boys battled every single game and earned a spot in 
the playoffs with two league wins. The highlight of 
the season was coming back from a 20-point deficit 
vs. Muckleshoot and defeating them by two points.

VOLLEYBALL
The volleyball team had eight players total with just 
a varsity team. Evergreen was lucky to have five 
seniors lead the team through a great season. Sicily 
Rowland and Audrey Amiling were the senior 
captains. Lauren Frankland took on a new role as our 
setter. Shay Downs was a new addition to our team 
this year with a wicked serve. Our last senior was 
Elizabeth Escamilla-Aza, one of our veteran players 
and a key role in our defense. Overall, the team 
finished in seventh place in league play, but in the 
tournament, upset the sixth-place team Quilcene to 
move on. They unfortunately couldn’t beat Christian 
Faith in the next game of the tournament, ending 
the season. Although the season ended early, many 
memories were made that will be cherished for 
years to come. This was the first year with Mrs. Sorn 
as head coach. The 2018 volleyball team will always 
have a special place in her heart.

MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY
With 40 years of God’s blessings, Evergreen is continually looking for ways to keep in touch with our ever- 
growing group of alumni. It’s truly a blessing to be able to connect with you. We love to see our current students 
interacting with their high school’s past, sharing in the present blessings, and giving you, our alumni, a chance 
to discover your high school’s future. Join us at one of the many ELHS events this year.
    This year, we have an amazing opportunity to grow our network of supporters. An anonymous donor has 
chosen Evergreen for a matching opportunity. For every new Alumni donation from now until December 31, 
2018, our donor will match 50¢ for every $1 given up to $10,000. This means $1000 raised will be matched with 
$500, and $5000 raised will be matched with $2500. This is a huge opportunity for us to raise a potential $15,000! 
 Currently donating Alumni, we thank you! And we’d hope that you’d assist our goal by sharing this opportunity 
with your fellow classmates! Donations can be made online or mailed to the school. Please reference the 
‘alumni match’ when submitting your donation.

 fWinterfestf
Come cheer on your Eagles for Winterfest 
on Saturday, January 26. First game is 
at 2:30 PM. Alumni enjoy free admission 
and a hospitality room during the games.

RECEIVE THIS NEWS VIA EMAIL

If you would like to receive 
this newsletter electroically 
please email Mrs. Bishop 
at rbishop@elhs.org to be 
added to our email list.

Alumni Facebook Page
Stay connected with 
your fellow alumni 
through the ELHS 
Alumni Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook 
.com/ELHSalumni/

f f f f f f



TELSS CAMPUS LIFE

MLC TRIP
Students interested in attending one of our affiliated 
colleges will get the chance to visit those campuses 
this month. Both Martin Luther College in New Ulm, 
MN and Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, 
MN, will host 25 of our students as they tour. Not 
only will our students get to see the campus, but 
also visit classes, stay in the dorms, and eat in the 
cafeteria with current college students. Our ELHS 
alumni attending MLC or Bethany include Andrew 
Ronholt, Harry Jo, Katelyn Schwartz, Tim Weddle, 
Alyssa Bergmann,  Gabby Baker, Jeffery Parker, 
Joshua Amiling, Robert Barr, and Colleen Croy. 
Many Evergreen students show the gifts and talents 
for being pastors and teachers, and we are blessed to 
be able to encourage them as they decide on the next 
steps after graduation.

Yearbook Photographers
Do you enjoy the pictures in our publications, 
online and on Facebook? Many of the beautiful 
pictures, candid and action shots are taken 
by our Yearbook class. They are the tireless 
sideline workers documenting our school’s 
history. Thank you, yearbook students, for your 
addition to Evergreen history and promotion!

EAGLE PASSPORTS
Eagle Passports are headed 
your way! Each student in 
the TELSS school will receive 
one. Each passport allows one 
TELSS student free admission 
to regular season home 
basketball games and fine art 
events. Bring your passport 
to each event and receive 
a stamp. With three stamps, 
students receive an Evergreen 
bracelet; six stamps for an 
Evergreen water bottle; with 
nine stamps students will be
entered into a drawing for $50
at the Evergreen Sideline store.

PANCAKE FEED DATES
The Student Council is looking forward to visiting with the TELSS grade 
schools this year. With one pancake feed under their belt at Christ the King,
they are ready for the next one. We will see you soon!

Basketball home game 12/15/18Basketball home game 12/17/18Christmas Concert 12/21/18Basketball home game 1/8/19Basketball home game 1/15/19Basketball home game 1/18/19Basketball home game 1/24/19Basketball home game 1/26/19Basketball home game 1/30/19Drama Production 2/15/19Lent/Easter Concert 4/17/19

January 9: Parkland   February 20: Bethany   March 27: Faith   April 10: Lakewood   May 8: Holy Trinity
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Upcoming Events 
December 21: Christmas Concert at 7:00PM

January 26: Winterfest at 2:30PM
February 1: Creative Eagle Paint Night at 6:30PM 

February 15: Drama Production Dessert Theater at 7:00PM
March 7–9: Junior Eagle Classic


