


WHAT’S INSIDE

Principal’s Pen
Are you a big fan of spoilers? 
You know, when someone tells 
you the end of a show, a book, 
or something that has not been 
revealed to you yet. I am a big 
fan of seeing the whole story line 
build until the amazing climax. 
    We have seen God pen the story of our fourteen ELHS 
graduates over the past four years. I remember when our 
graduating class first walked into our doors with wide 
eyes and excitement. At that time we didn’t know the 
ending to their time at ELHS. Some that started in the 
class of 2019 are now graduating from different schools 
across the country. Our faculty has changed over these 
four years. Life is unpredictable at times, yet the Lord 
provided for all of us through these four amazing years.  
    So, what’s the spoiler? As the graduating class walks 
out these doors along with two of our teachers, we don’t 
know the future that lies ahead. However, we know that 
God is in control. The ultimate spoiler is that God has 
our ending already planned, and He continues to get it 
ready for us. “I am going to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I 
am. You know where I am going, and you know the way” 
(John 14:2-4). Jesus has a place fully prepared for all 
believers, and we know the way. Jesus calls Himself the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. This is the confidence that 
we hear about each day at Evergreen. I pray that even 
more students in the future hear about this life spoiler in 
years to come. 
    May God continue to bless the Gospel ministry at 
Evergreen Lutheran High School. 

Together Serving Christ, 
Theodore Klug
Principal
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  DONATIONS
Through the end of May we raised $439,000 
(with $11,000 towards restricted funds). Otherwise, 
$428,000 of that money is used to help with tuition 
assistance, debt reduction, and overall cost of ministry.   

  LOAN TRANSFER/REPAYMENT
Last year we did a mortgage restructure to help pay 
off debt and create a 5 year plan. This year we are 
paying off the remaining individuals by transferring 
our current loans from them into our mortgage. We 
are not changing our plan of trying to pay those off 
within the 5 year plan as well.

  ANNUAL AUCTION
This year’s auction brought in a profit of over 
$34,000. $3,000 will be used to help promote 
Evergreen through digital formats and help build 
awareness for our school to grow our enrollment and 
share the love of Jesus with more students.

  10/52
We would like to encourage our supporters to 
consider making a monthly/weekly donation. This 
is a great way to assist with eliminating cash flow 
issues by pledging a consistent donation. It could be 
$10 a week or $500 a week. It’s up to you and your 
Lord.  If you are wondering where you can help 
Evergreen financially, this is great place to start.

  GIVING DAYS
In 2017 we started Giving Days (#GivingTuesday 
and ELHS Giving Day). In the 2017–18 school year 
they brought in $22,000; in the 2018–19 school 
year they brought in $55,000. In addition to your 
10/52 donation, we encourage you to consider these 
donation dates as well. If you are interested 
in becoming a matching donor, please contact 
Ryan Schmeling to see how you can get involved.

  SCHOLARSHIPS 
This year we established another annual scholarship 
at Evergreen called Wayne and Renee Baxmann 
Scholarship. It has been setup to assist one family 
with financial aid for tuition. It is currently available 
for applications through July 15th along with last 
year’s Bill and Lois Lobeda Scholarship.

  NEW THINGS/GET INVOLVED
This year we created a Career Day, giving 
opportunities for our students to hear from 
professionals and ask questions about their work 
lives. We’ve also been looking at starting a few new 
programs (thrift store in Tacoma area, International 
program, etc.). These are great ways for you to 
utilize your skills. Talk to our Development Office to 
see how you can get involved.

  SHARE
Please continue to share the blessings of our 
school. Evergreen is doing wonderful things for our 
students by preparing them for lives of service to the 
Lord. We pray you continue to share and promote 
Evergreen so our students can hear about our 
Savior’s love every day.

Memorials 
Donations have been given in the memory of 
Bill Dunn, Roger Stuebs, Jeanette Anderson, 

Doug Guelker, Helen Schoeneck, 
and Carl Orcutt.

And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
—PHILIPPIANS 4:7
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EDUCATION

The ELHS halls are 
quiet, classrooms are 
empty, and teachers are 
taking a little respite 
before buckling down 
to plan another year of 
lessons. As we transition 
between school years, 
we think about the 
knowledge we passed on 
to our recently departed 
Seniors, and we think 
about all that we have 
to offer our incoming 
Freshmen. Did you 
know that ELHS offers 
Financial Literacy? And 
Computer Applications? 
We strive to go beyond 
the basics of high 

school, beyond the “reading, writing and arithmetic” 
that is required for graduation and offer some practical 
skills to our students.
   In Financial Literacy, students are delving into 
economics, learning about the ins and outs of investing 
at every stage of life, and working on budgeting for 
both personal and potential business platforms. They’re 
learning that math really is used outside of school, and 
that knowledge of interest rates, loans, and banking 
is going to be needed sooner, rather than later. The 
Financial Lit class also brings in working professionals 
who correlate to the classroom topics. This opportunity 
allows students to ask questions of people working 
in their community. Class visitors this year included 

a Nepsis, Inc Puget Sound Financial Planner, a King 
County Law Enforcement Officer, two ELHS 2018 alumni 
speaking about college life, and more. ELHS was able to host 
the first ever Career Day. Our Financial Literacy students 
served breakfast that day to the 30+ professionals that 
came to speak to the whole student body.
   Computer Applications is also a class option here 
at ELHS. The name of the class might say it all, and 
you’re probably thinking about a young person in your 
life who seems to have a natural ability. However, 
some skills that are highly necessary in the workplace 
must be learned and practiced. Computer Applications 
starts out the school year as a typing class, where 
students learn to become proficient at typing. The class 
expands into word processing skills, how to format 
a report, a business letter, a resume or any other 
professional document. The students get a chance to 
learn about Social Media etiquette, and how employers 
use Facebook and Instagram to check on potential 
employees. Students spend a fair bit of time on video 
editing and get the chance to make movie trailers. They 
even look at beginner computer programming, video 
editing and 3-D design. Students get the chance to 
work on a computer in a meaningful and deliberate way 
that prepares them for life after high school.
   It’s exciting to have students on campus working 
towards their futures, planning careers, and building 
important skills. The board Curriculum committee is 
always looking into ways to expand and grow, through 
AP courses, integration of STEM programs and more. 
Regardless of what specific classes we offer, ELHS 
provides a quality education focused first on Christ. As 
we look forward to the upcoming school year, we are 
excited to have students back in these quiet halls!

Beyond
Reading,
Writing,

and
Arithmetic

“Did you know that ELHS offers Financial Literacy? And Computer Applications?”

TELSS BAND 
CONCERT

The third year of our 
revamped TELSS band program 
concluded on May 10 with a 
year end concert. 40 grade 
school students from five 
schools received private lessons 
from director Mrs. Jodi Wosje 
throughout the school year. 
The combined grade school 
band enjoyed playing the 
pieces “Along Came a Spider” 
by Mike Hannickel, “Simple 
Gifts” arranged by Jack 
Bullock, “Surprise Symphony” 
by Haydn and arranged by Ed 
Huckeby, and “Plaza de Toros” 
by Michael Story. The highlight 
of the evening was the concert 
finale, “Count Rockula” by 
Timothy Loest, played by the 
combined grade school and 
high school bands.

These simple terms are the foundation of all artwork. Every composition uses 
       one or more of these seven elements as a way of organizing the art. As a 
viewer of artwork, we look for these components as a way of evaluating and 
“reading” the art. At ELHS, our art students have been studying the Elements of 
Art one by one in an effort to understand the relationships between simple details 
and larger, grandiose works of art. For example, most images start out as lines; 
these lines cross over one another to form shapes; shapes are filled with color and 
tone or repeated to create patterns. A shape might use color to create texture, 
or it might be projected into three dimensions to create form. All the while the 
space between each piece of the image creates a sense of place. And each element 
expresses a unique character for the artwork. Color creates harmony or contrast, 
and can call out a particular emotion; tone can show depth or growth; lines and 
repeated patterns express movement, rhythm, noise, and calm. 
    As the first foundation of art, we started the semester studying line by creating 
minimalist drawings of mountains. We used colored pencils and blending techniques 
to emphasize the importance of color. We used our knowledge of shapes to 
create and color mandalas. Tone is the difference between light and dark, which we 
explored with our monochrome landscape project. For pattern, we took a hard 
look at tessellations, which are repeated shapes that fit together perfectly. This 
was a fun challenge for students to tackle. We also combined space and form for 
a couple projects. A project based on PNW native artwork was a great example 
of positive and negative space, while cardboard sculptures was a test of 3-D space. 
The word art project tested the students’ concept of form with limited space. 
    All year long, the students were exploring new mediums, and new styles of art 
while adhering to the basic elements of art. I had two goals this year for the ELHS 
Art Class. First, that each student would put forth an effort to create. I was not 
grading on artistic ability but rather the willingness to try and to put their time, 
effort, and positive attitude into each project. Second, that each student would 
leave with an expanded mind for the realm of art, rather they discovered a new 
artist, a new medium, or a new love for creating. As we wrap up the year, I think it’s 
safe to say both goals were achieved!            — Miss Meg, Art Teacher

Line, Color, Shape, Tone, 

Pattern, Space, Form
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The 2019 Softball team 
was led by seniors Lauren 
Frankland, Audrey Amiling, 
Casandra Scannell, Olivia 
Baker, and Ellie Escamilla-Aza. 
Although the season was short, 
the girls enjoyed playing in 
good weather and bonded 
during their themed practices: 
striped pants day, mismatched 
socks day, and neon color day.

Baseball
The Evergreen Varsity Baseball team 
wrapped up their 2019 season with a 
record of 13 wins and 4 losses under 
the leadership of rookie coaches 
Joe Schmudlach and Josiah Heimlich. 
The Eagles only suffered two defeats 
in conference play which earned 
them a first place finish in the SeaTac 
league. Evergreen advanced to the 
State tournament led by senior Liam 
Peterson and a band of talented 
juniors. The Eagles fell just short of 
advancing to the state championship, 
losing a tightly contested 2–1 
ballgame versus the back-to-back 
state champs. Congrats to the Eagles 
on a fantastic season!

Track
 
It was an amazing year for our Track 
and Field teams with a SeaTac League 
Championship for the boys team and 15 
students qualifying for state. During State 
competition the boys 4 x 400 relay 
team placed 1st:Tom Plocher, Adam 
Fuegmann, Erik Grey and Ian Wendland. 
Ian Wendland placed 4th in the 300m 
hurdles. Aaron Baker placed 3rd in shot 
put with a personal record of 44’8.” Sam 
Bessler placed 2nd in shot put with a 
personal record of 44’9,” and he placed 
2nd in discus with a personal record of 
135’4.” The Evergreen boys team placed 
5th overall in state. Our Eagles were led 
by head coach Matt Henning (class of 
’89), and assistant coaches Scott Kennedy 
and Mike Wedde.

Alumni Updates
•  Julia Kjenstad (‘18) has been accepted into the National Society of Collegiate
   Scholars. She attends Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

•  Sam Rodmyre (‘18) earned the title of Conference Champion in a decathlon at
    Wisconsin Lutheran College.

•  Royce Butler (‘15) graduated Cum Laude from George Fox University.

•  Dallas Parker (‘14) has graduated from Dordt College. She will be starting her
   job as Admissions Counselor at Dordt soon.

•  Marta Stahlfeld (‘12) is entering her second year teaching at an international
    school in China.

•  Amanda (Smith) Cutler (’10) graduated from WSU as a Doctor of Pharmacy. 

•  Alexandra and Kyle Bishop (‘07) welcomed their first child Luke into the world
   in April.

              •  Chris and Kym (Strege) Poetter (‘03) recently opened their own Katsu Burger
          in Federal Way.

•  James Wilcox (‘99) will be returning to the PNW as pastor at Faith Lutheran in Tacoma.

•  Daryl and Wendy (Kettner) (‘88) Marske welcome granddaughter Aubrey in May.

Keep your fellow Alumni informed about your life accomplishments, changes, and blessings. Send information 
about weddings, births, child graduations, etc. to Mrs. Bishop at rbishop@elhs.org or 253-946-4488.

 Julia Kjenstad

Sam Rodmyre Dallas Parker
Amanda (Smith) Cutler



CAMPUS LIFETELSS

TELSS OLYMPICS
One of the last TELSS group events of the school year is the Olympics held at Cowan Stadium at Joint Base 
Lewis McChord. We were blessed to have seven of our TELSS schools attend this year. Students from grades 
1–8 participate in track and field events from long jump, softball throws, 60M dash to relays. The day is filled 
with excitement, fellowship and fun. Six new TELSS records were set this year. Congratulations to our new 
record holders: Dayna Poage (Immanuel), 7th grade girls Turbo Jav, 43ft; Nika Pittenger (Bethany), 6th grade 
girls Turbo Jav, 63ft; Jack Pittenger (Bethany), 8th grade boys Turbo Jav, 120ft 7in; Eliana Nolten (Faith), 
6th grade girls Softball Throw, 120ft 1in; Natalie Schwartz (Christ the King), 8th grade girls Running Long 
Jump, 12ft 6in; Hannah Rodmyre (Holy Trinity), 7th grade girls Running Long Jump, 13ft 5in.

8th graders from SEVEN schools gather to commemorate their last TELSS Olympics

ARBOR DAY
Blessed with no rain, our Arbor 
Day on May 15 was productive. 
Students teamed up to clean
trash along the roads in our 
community. They cleared invasive 
species from the wetlands on 
our property. They did light 
weeding and spread bark in
our flower beds. Thank you 
to the many volunteers who 
came to help that day. Work 
continued on the trails around  
the wetlands. Stop by and enjoy 
a walk through the wetlands to 
see native flora and fauna.

Liam Peterson & 
Lauren Frankland

Valedictorian: Hayley Kang
Hayley Kang has held high honors all four years of high school, 
while participating in band, volleyball, and Student Council as the 
International Student Representative. Outside of school she is a 
member of the Federal Way Youth Symphony. Hayley was born 
in Jeon Ju, South Korea. She joined the Evergreen campus her 
sophomore year after one year of high school in Canada. After 
high school, Hayley plans to attend the University of Washington 

to study Computer Science. Mrs. Humann, Ms. Rath, Hayley’s aunt and family have 
been great supports and examples throughout her high school career.  

Salutatorian: Sam Bessler
Sam Bessler is a member at Bethany Lutheran Church in Port 
Orchard. Sam would like to leave Evergreen as a faithful example 
of a dedicated leader; as shown through his office of Presidency 
on the Student Council. The University of Wyoming is Sam’s 
next destination as he works his way to becoming an Air 
Force pilot. Scholarships awarded to Sam include the Western 
Undergraduate Exchange Scholarship and a Type Two Air Force 
ROTC Scholarship. We pray Sam continues on God’s path.

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 
and will be in you.”  —John 14:15–17 

Salutatorian: Ben Schwartz 
Ben Schwartz is a member at Christ the King Lutheran in 
Bremerton. Leaving Evergreen as a confident leader, Ben will 
be joining his sister at Martin Luther College. He will begin 
his studies to become a pastor. Bringing his love of disc golf 
and exceptional skills with him, he’ll strive to adapt to college 
life and make new friends. Ben is a recipient of the Messenger 
Scholarship from MLC.  As Ben moves to the next stage of life we 
pray he continues to develop into a confident Christian leader.

“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.” 
—Revelation 2:10

2019 Valedictorian & Salutatorians



7306 Waller Road East
Tacoma, WA 98443

Follow us on Facebook at /EvergreenLutheranHighSchool        •        253-946-4488         •        www.elhs.org

Upcoming Events 
July 15–19: Basketball Camp
July 15–19: STEM Camp
July 22–26: Volleyball Camp
July 22–26: Soccer Camp
July 28–August 2: Cheer Camp
August 18: Opening Service and Student Orientation at 4PM

August 21: First Day of School


